*A letter from Leonard,' thought Blanche, his sister; 'and
after all this time.* She hid it, so that her husband should
not see, and when he had gone to his work read it with
some emotion, and sent the prodigal a little money out of
her dress allowance.
'A letter from Leonard!' said,the other sister, Laura, a
few days later. She showed it to her husband. He wrote a
cruel, insolent reply, but sent more money than Blanche, so
Leonard soon wrote to him again.
And during the winter the system was developed.
Leonard realized that they need never starve, because it
would be too painful for his relatives. Society is based on the
family, and the clever wastrel can exploit this indefinitely.
Without a generous thought on either side, pounds and
pounds passed. The donors disliked Leonard, and he grew
to hate them intensely. When Laura censured his immoral
marriage, he thought bitterly,* She minds that! What would
she say if she knew the truth?" When Blanche's husband
offered him work, he found some pretext for avoiding it.
He had wanted work keenly at Oniton, but too much <
anxiety had shattered him, he was joining the unemploy- ^
able. When his brother, the lay-reader, did not reply to a
letter, he wrote again, saying tha't he and Jacky would
come down to his village on foot. He did not intend this as
blackmail. Still, the brother sent a postal order, and it
became part of the system. And so passed his winter and his
spring.
In the horror there are two bright spots. He never con-
fused the past. He remained alive, and blessed are those who
five, if/it is only to a sense of sinfulness. The anodyne of
roiddledom, by which most men blur and blend their mis-
takes, never passed Leonard's lips -
And if J drink oblivion of a day,
So shorten I the stature of nay soul*
It is a Hard saying, and a hard man wrote it, but it lies at
the foot of all character.
And the other bright spot was his tenderness for Jaclsy^
He pitied her with nobility now - not the contemptuous pity
of a man. who sticks to a woman through thick and thin, Hfe
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